
VOL. XLVII NO. 4 FOURTH QUARTER 2020

A Publication for Prince Hall Masons Who Seek More Light & Have Light To Impart



Page 2 • 4th Qtr. 2020

4	 From The President   Alex L. Smith, FPS-Life

4	 From The Editor   Alton G. Roundtree, FPS

5	 Letter To The Editor   Allonza Tehuti Evans, FPS

6	 BOOK REVIEW
	 The Search For Light: 
	 Collected Papers Of 
	 A Prince Hall Mason 
	 By Stephen Hill, FPS

7	 THE FACE OF PRINCE HALL
	 MWGM Jeffery G. Jones

FEATURES

8	 Why Prince Hall’s Rhetoric Of 
	 Liberation Still Matters
	 By Ronald L. Jackson II, Ph.D.

13 	 Untold: The Truth About The Order Of 
	 Eastern Star Prince Hall Affiliation
	 By PM Joe H, Snow

19 	 First Eastern Star Chapter  
	 In Prince Hall Freemasonry — 
	 Not Under National Grand Lodge
	 By Alton G. Roundtree, FPS 

22 	 Astronomy And The Craft: A View 
	 Part 1: 
	 Where Does The Science Come From?
	 By Tebor Gainwell

28 	 Fact Checking 
	 The Life Of Prince Hall: A View
	 By PM Raymond C. Leonard, 330, MPS 

32 	 From The Archives: 
	 Prince Hall Masons Supported 
	 Brother Thurgood Marshall

VOL. XLVII NO. 4 FOURTH QUARTER 2020

Connect with us online at THEPHYLAXIS.ORG 
and FACEBOOK.COM/THEPHYLAXIS.ORG

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily 
reflect those of The Phylaxis Society, its Board of Directors, or its staff. 
Articles appearing in this publication express the opinion of the writer.

The Face Of Prince Hall
MWGM Jeffery G. Jones
(See Page 7)

Astronomy And The Craft:
A View
(See Page 22)

Untold: The Truth About The Order Of Eastern Star Prince Hall Affiliation
(See Page 13)

On the Cover:

In line with Booker T. Washington’s  
Up From Slavery, Prince Hall Freemasonry is about 

the business of making good men better. From its 
inception, our Brotherhood has sought to develop the 

Black race beyond our conditioned state.

(Cover Created and Designed by  
Hon. Jeff Menzise, Ph.D., FPS)



Page 3 • 4th Qtr. 2020

A Society for Prince Hall 
Freemasons who seek more light, 

and who have light to impart
ELECTED OFFICERS

Alex Smith, FPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               President
smith@thephylaxis.org

Damajo Smith, FPSH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1st Vice President
damajo@thephylaxis.org

Eddie V. Crews, FPSH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 2nd Vice President
crews@thephylaxis.org

Harold H. Bendaw, FPSH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Treasurer
bendaw@thephylaxis.org

Karl Reid, FSPH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Executive Secretary
reid@thephylaxis.org

Jessie Watkins, FPSH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Financial Secretary
watkins@thephylaxis.org

A. Tehuti Evans, FPS. . . . . . . . .          Board of Directors 2020-2023
evans@thephylaxis.org

Edward B. Darnell, FPSH. . . . . .     Board of Directors 2019-2022
darnell@thephylaxis.org

Charles Stewart, FPSH . . . . . . . .       Board of Directors 2018-2021
stewart@thephylaxis.org

Tyrone Jackson, FPSH. . . . . . . . . Board Chairman 2020-2022
jackson@thephylaxis.org

Walter Easley, FPSH. . . . . . . . . .           Board of Directors 2020-2023
easley@thephylaxis.org

PRESIDENTS 
Alex L. Smith – 2017-Present
Robert Campbell – 2013-2017 
John B. Williams – 2006-2013 

Tommy Rigmaiden – 2003-2006 
Joseph A. Walkes, Jr. – 1973-2003

MAIL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
The Phylaxis Society
Post Office Box 5675

Albuquerque, NM 87185-5675

The Phylaxis magazine is the official publication of The Phylaxis Society.  
Articles in The Phylaxis magazine are received from many sources and some-
times reflect opposing views. The views and opinions expressed in this maga-
zine do not necessarily reflect those of The Phylaxis Society, its Board of Direc-
tors, or its staff. Articles appearing in this publication express the opinion of 

the writer; they are not official pronouncements of the Phylaxis Society.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Please address membership inquiries to the Financial Secretary at the address 

below. Any regular Mason may become a member of The Phylaxis Society.  
Individuals and organizations who do not qualify as members may become  

subscribers.
Subscription: $35 per year

MAIL RENEWALS AND NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS TO:
The Phylaxis Society
Post Office Box 5675

Albuquerque, NM 87185-5675
ISSN 2333-505X

Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, or stored 

in any retrieval system, without written permission from the publisher.
The Phylaxis Society is not a spokesman for Freemasonry.

APPOINTED OFFICERS
The Phylaxis Editor 	 Alton Roundtree, FPS
The Phylaxis Associate Editor 	 John B. Williams, FPS  
The Phylaxis Associate Editor	 Dr. Jeffery Menzise, FPS
The Phylaxis Book Review Editor	 Stephen Hill, FPS
Conventions	 Karl Reid, FPSH
Convention Venue/Protocol 	 Edward B. Darnell, FPSH
Convention Agenda	 Damajo Smith, FPSH
Photographer	 Harvey Long, MPS
Curator	 Tyrone Jackson, FSPH
Resident Agent	 Joe H. Barner, Sr., MPS 
Web Administrator	 Alex Smith, FPS 
I.T. Programmer	 John B. Williams, FPS 
Database Administrator	 Stanley Brooks, MPS
Phylaxis Liaison to the Phyllis Chapter 	 Vacant
Commission on Bogus Masonic Practices	 David Pugh, FPSH 

PHYLAXIS PROGRAMS
Awards and Honors	 Vacant 

 Damajo Smith, FPSH, Administrator
Scottish Rite Research Institute	 Willard L. Spires, MPS Director

Damajo Smith, FPSH, Administrator
York Rite Research Institute	 Richard L. Hudson, FPSH Director

Damajo Smith, FPSH, Administrator
Lux e Tenebris Research Chapter	 Dr. Marlon S. Honeywell, FPS Director

Eddie V. Crews, FPSH, Administrator
Prince Hall Art Commission	 Toby Bryant, FPSH Director

Eddie V. Crews, FPSH, Administrator
Phylaxis Gift Shop	 Vacant

Harold Bendaw, FPSH, Administrator
MyCart Online Shopping	 Tyrone Jackson, FPSH Director

Harold Bendaw, FPSH, Administrator
Phylaxis Imprint Book Publishing	 John B. Williams, FPS Director

Harold Bendaw, FPSH, Administrator
Digital Archives	 Walter Easley, FPSH Director

Karl Reid, FPSH, Administrator
Visual Archives	 Vacant 

Karl Reid, FPSH, Administrator
Masonic Sites	 James Morgan, III, FPSH Director 

Karl Reid, FPSH, Administrator
Phylaxis Council of Chapters	 Eddie V. Crews, FPSH Director

Jessie Watkins, FPSH, Administrator
Public Communications	 Lawrence Huston, Jr., MPS Director

Jessie Watkins, FPSH, Administrator
Funding and Grants	 Guillermo Thorne, Sr., FPSH, Director

Jessie Watkins, FPSH, Administrator

COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES
Guillermo Thorne, Sr., FSPH — President

Vacant — 1st Vice President 
D. Obadiah Nelson, FPSH — 2nd Vice President

Tyrone D. Jackson, FPSH — Region I Vice President
Jerome Rapley, FPSH — Region II Vice President

Karl J. Reid, FPSH — Region III Vice President
Mark McGraw, MPS — Region IV Vice President

Vacant — Region V Vice President
Jerome Rapley, FPSH — Military Member’s Contact

Brian Rodgers, FPSH — Assistant Vice President for Memberships
Edward C. Mitchell, FPSH — Assistant Vice President Life Memberships 

Ronald Dickens, MPS – At-Large
Kenneth Brown, MPS — Louisiana
Adrian V. Cooley, FPSH — At-Large
Tyrone D. Jackson, FPSH — Illinois

Clary E. Glover, MPS — Texas
Willie E. Bowman, MPS — Florida

Dr. Ricky Godbolt,  MPS — Maryland
Steve Tavares, MPS — Italy
Dr. Gustav Barnard, MPS —  

United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland 
Craig Wallace, MPS — Virginia/Florida

Spencer Brown, MPS — Arkansas
Robert D. Cassidy, FPSH — Washington

Julius Nash, MPS — Mississippi
Joseph W. Durham, MPS (NPHA) — Ohio
Byron T. Maxwell, FPSH — Mississippi

Leroy T. Smith, III, MPS – Kentucky 
Brian C. Sanchez, MPS — Indiana

Saheb Sign Dewan — Quebec
Brian Rodgers, FPSH — Georgia

Kenneth E. Harris, PhD., MPS — Wisconsin
James E. Mackey, MPS — Missouri

Alonza Tehuti Evans, FPS —District of Columbia
D. Obadiah Nelson, FPSH — California

Bruce Benjamin, Jr., MPS —South Carolina
Abdullah A. Salahud-Din, MPS — Oklahoma & Italy

Gregory C. Hatton — Massachusetts
Edward C. Mitchell, FPSH — New Mexico

Dedjaran Dunbar, MPS — Arkansas
Kendrick Smith, MPS —North Carolina 



Page 7 • 4th Qtr. 2020

Mr. Jeffery Gerard Jones, a resi-
dent of West Palm Beach, Florida, 
was born on April 22, 1963 in Lake 
Worth, Florida to the late Jerome 
Jake Jones and Mildred Knight-
Jones. His mother, a retired edu-
cator, still resides in Royal Palm 
Beach, Florida. He is married to 
Mrs. Yolanda Jones. They have 
three daughters (Chena, Erika, and 
Lakisha), one son (Jimmie) and 
eight grandchildren (Cedrick, Dar-
ren Jr., Joshua, Jake, Niyema, Kor-
rin, Jimmie III, and Kayla). 

Mr. Jones accepted the Lord as his 
personal savior at an early age. He 
was baptized in the presence of 
God by Rev. Isaiah S. Clark at Union 
Missionary Baptist Church in West 
Palm Beach. Jones and his fam-
ily currently attend church in West 
Palm Beach.

Educated in the Palm Beach Coun-
ty school systems, Jones received 
his high school diploma in 1981 
from North Shore Senior High School. Additionally, Jones fur-
thered his education by attending Florida A & M University 
in Tallahassee, Florida. While in college, he joined the world 
renowned “Marching 100” Band. Jones subsequently gradu-
ated from the College of Engineering Science and Technology 
with a bachelor’s degree in technology.  After graduation, he 
returned to his hometown to begin a career in information 
management. Jones has been employed by Florida Power & 
Lights (FPL) for more than 33 years. He currently serves as a 
principal information technology project manager, who is re-
sponsible for overseeing the integration and deployment of 
network infrastructures for new construction projects within 
the FPL service territory.

In April 1985, Brother Jones was raised from a dead level to a 
living perpendicular on the square in Thomas City Lodge #226 
in Wacissa, Florida by Worshipful Master Willie King. In 1988, 
Brother Jones moved his Masonic membership from Thomas 
City Lodge #226 to the Pride of Palm Beach Lodge #447 in 
West Palm Beach. Due to hard work and dedication, he was 
appointed in his new lodge as Junior Deacon by Worshipful 
Master Alfred J. Jones. Additionally, over time, Jones held all 

positions in his lodge prior to be-
ing elected as Worshipful Master in 
1995. He became a Past Master of 
the lodge in 1997, leaving the new 
Worshipful Master and his Lodge 
in an excellent financial position. 

In 1999, Brother Jones received the 
honorary 33° degree in Little Rock, 
Arkansas (S. J. Bennett class). The 
degree was conferred upon him by 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General 
Edgar Bridges, who was the Sov-
ereign Grand Commander of the 
United Supreme Council, Southern 
Jurisdiction. Additionally, Brother 
Jones is affiliated with or served as 
the leader of several other Masonic 
houses and community-based or-
ganizations, which include: A.T. 
Stafford #10 (Holy Royal Arch Ma-
sonry), Walter Johnson Jr. Council 
#13 (Royal and Select Masters), Ft. 
Pierce Commandery #69 (Knights 
Templar), Sam Brady Consistory 
#312 (Scottish Rite), Masud Temple 
#69 (Prince Hall Shriners), and 

Valentine Chapter #12 (Order of the Eastern Star). Jones is also 
affiliated with the Grand Court and Grand Council of the Hero-
ines of Jericho and Ladies of the Circle of Perfection, respec-
tively. 

Over his Masonic career, Brother Jones held several positions 
and chaired various committees, including, but not limited 
to: Worshipful Master; Most Excellent High Priest; Thrice Il-
lustrious Master; Eminent Commander; Illustrious Potentate; 
Grand Master of Ceremonies, Florida Council of Deliberation; 
Desert of Florida Chief Rabban; Imperial Deputy of the Oasis, 
Masud Temple #69; Imperial Organizer, Desert of Florida; 
General Chairman, Gala Day 2008; Assistant District Deputy 
Grand Master, District #31, and; Grand Trustee, Most Worship-
ful Union Grand Lodge of Florida (MWUGL).

In addition to Masonic affiliations, Jones is a member of the 
West Palm Beach Chapter of the NAACP, the Florida Power & 
Light Political Action Committee, United Way Fair Share Con-
tributors, and the Lambda Alpha Alpha Chapter of Omega Psi 

THE FACE OF PRINCE HALL
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER 

JEFFERY G. JONES
MOST WORSHIPFUL UNION GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA

Continued on page 12
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Ronald L. Jackson II (Ph.D., Howard University) is President of Maarifa Chapter of Ohio.  He is Pro-
fessor of Communication and previous Dean of McMicken College of Arts & Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati. Dr. Jackson’s research explores empirical, conceptual, and critical approaches 
to the study of masculinity, identity negotiation, Whiteness, and Afrocentricity. He is author of 
more then 100 publications including fifteen books such as Scripting the Black Masculine Body 
in Popular Media and the 2014 Comic-Con Eisner Award-winning book Black Comics: Politics of 
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Phi Fraternity Inc. 

In 2009, Jones was elected and installed as Right Worshipful (RW) Junior Grand Warden of the MWUGL. In 2010, he was elected 
to the office of RW Senior Grand Warden and, subsequently, in 2015, as RW Deputy Grand Master. In 2018 RW Jones was conse-
crated a Sovereign Grand Inspector General (Active Emeritus) of the United Supreme Council. In 2020, he became a member of 
the Knight York Cross of Honor, as he served as the leader of all York Rite Masonic bodies.

In August 2020, having been found worthy through his continuous service to the Jurisdiction of Florida, RW Jones was elected 
and duly installed as the 19th Most Worshipful Grand Master of the MWUGL.  Election to the pinnacle of masonry in the Great 
State of Florida was done in the presence of God and a lawful number of master masons, who were duly assembled at the Juris-
diction’s 150th Grand Communication.  

Grand Master Jones is known in Florida as a dedicated individual, who has Prince Hall Masonry deeply rooted in his heart. With 
the blessings of God and the Jurisdiction of Florida in mind, Most Worshipful Jeffery G. Jones plans to lead his membership into 
a renewed era of growth and development during his tenure.

THE FACE OF PRINCE HALL: JEFFERY G. JONES 
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“Of all my inventions, I liked the phonograph best.  
Life’s most soothing things are sweet music  

and a child’s goodnight.”

---- Thomas A. Edison, 1847-1931 




